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Fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time — Sunday, February 1, 2026 

Reclaiming the Lord’s Day - Reclaiming the Mass 
Part 3: The Giving 

 

 Last week, in “Part 2” of this series on reclaiming the Mass, we established that the primary purpose of the Mass, and 
hence our primary motivation, is not about what we get out of it, but rather it is to give praise and thanks to God.         
Although this sounds good, it is still rather vague. How do we do this? What does it look like? Our goal this week will be 
to attempt to more fully answer these questions. 

Preliminary Understanding – The Liturgy 

 To begin, it is helpful to have a better understanding of the word “Liturgy.” This word originates in Greek, and is actually 
composed of 2 Greek words – Leit, meaning “people,” and ergon, meaning “work.” Therefore, a literal definition of the 
word “Liturgy” is “the work of the people.” 

 At the same time, we must remember that in reality, the Mass is God’s work, not ours. With this in mind, we can give 
an even better understanding of the word “Liturgy.” It is “the work of God on behalf of the people.” 

Liturgy of the Mass, liturgy of our Lives 

 Having established a working definition for the Liturgy, I would like to offer a meditation on the difference between    
Liturgy (with a capital “L”) and liturgy (with a lowercase “l”). In this context, the Liturgy (capital “L”) refers to the rites and 
rubrics of the Mass, as well as other proper celebrations of the Church. It is in these rites that we are participating in the 
work of God, offering ourselves in praise and thanksgiving to the Lord.  

 Now, an essential part of our understanding of the Liturgy of the Mass is that the Eucharist is the “source and summit 
of the Christian life” (Catechism of the Catholic Church 1324). This means that, as the source, our entire lives should 
flow from the Eucharist and our celebration of it, and as the summit, our entire lives should flow back to the Eucharist. 
Why do we say this? Because the Eucharist is Christ Himself – His true presence, body, blood, soul, and divinity! Our 
entire lives flow from Christ, and should return to Christ. 

 With this in mind, we now move to an understanding of the liturgy (lowercase “l”). This has also been called “the liturgy 
of our lives.” Basically, we are not just called to participate in the work of the Lord for an hour during Mass on Sunday; 
we are called to participate in His saving work every day. And we do this in every way!  We set aside ample time every 
day for prayer and devotion. We strive to grow in knowledge and understanding of our faith. We seek opportunities to 
make sacrifices and perform works of mercy for those we encounter. Even our roles as mothers, fathers, children, 
friends, our careers, our hobbies, etc., when given their proper place in life and lived according to God’s desires can be 
seen as part of the work of God in the world. 

Putting It All Together – The Giving 

 Now we will combine all these concepts. The purpose of the Mass is to give praise and thanks to God. What exactly 
are we to give? We give the liturgy of our lives! Throughout the week, as Christians, we should be gathering the works of 
God – our prayers, penances, works, and all that is part of God’s work in the world. We collect these works, and when 
we come to Mass, we recall them so as to offer them to God in the Liturgy of the Mass.   

Then, after encountering Christ in the Liturgy of the Mass, hopefully we will also be given the grace to bring 
Christ once again into the world. This is one of the ways to understand how the Eucharist is truly the source and summit 
of our faith; the Liturgy of the Mass and the liturgy of our lives feed one another in an everlasting cycle, allowing us to 
always participate more fully in the work of the Lord.  

Final Image 

 I would like to offer one final image – a baseball team. Let’s say there is a team that is in a league that only plays one 
day a week. If the team shows up to the game, but never practices, what affect will that have on the team? Will the team 
be successful? And if not, will the game even be any fun? This is why the liturgy of our lives is so important to the Liturgy 
of the Mass. It has been said, if we aren’t good at participating in the work of God in our daily lives, how can we expect 
to be good at truly entering into the Liturgy of the Mass on Sunday? Let us make sure we constantly strive to grow in our 
faith so that in all things we may partake in the work of God and offer our entire lives in praise and thanksgiving to the 
Lord.                                                     - Fr. Nick Parker,  Pastor 

Youth Choir (singers and instruments) 
 

2nd Sundays  10:00am Mass      
2nd-12th graders 
Meet in the church basement the morning of at 
9:00am for practice.  Questions?  
Contact Jennifer Whitmer at  
jlosey04@gmail.com or 785-259-4373 

Parish & Community Announcements 

Beads of Hope-All grandmothers are invited to join our 
Catholic Grandmothers Group in praying the rosary for our 
grandchildren and the special intentions we hold in our 
hearts for them. We meet in IHM Church after he 8am mass 
on the first Thursday of each month. Our next rosary will be 
prayed on Thursday, February 5th. Coffee and cookies 
will be provided in the Parish Hall after the rosary.  

mailto:jlosey04@gmail.com
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Stewardship of Time and Talent 

Liturgical 

Ministers 

February 7 
Saturday 4:00 p.m. 

February 8 
Sunday 8:00 a.m. 

February 8 
Sunday 10:00 a.m. 

Sacristan Brad Stramel Glenn Braun Curtis Hammeke 

Cantors Dan Leis & Nick Leis Bob Dreiling Jennifer Whitmer & Youth Choir 

Accompanist Debbie Klaus Bob Dreiling Debbie Klaus 

Altar Servers Atticus Micek 
Colby Schmeidler 
Lana Schmeidler 
Kayla Schmeidler 

Angelina Schroeder 
Kendall Pfeifer 
Grant Nehls 
Ian Nehls 

Benjamin Perrett 
Leo Meitner 
Abe Meitner 
Eliana Gilman 

Lectors Donna Lubbers 
Kay Shippy 

LaVonne Finck 
Teresa Schrant 

Timothy Greenwood 
Rhonda Anderson 

Gift Bearers Christine Dinkel Family Randy & Carol Brull Family Kathleen Pfeifer Family 

Wee Words   Kelsi Pfannenstiel 

EMEs 

 

Melissa Romme 
Don Lubbers 
Bonnie Rupke 
Simon Micek 
Janelle Pfannenstiel 
Brad Stramel 
Francis Jacobs 

JoAnn Berens 
Myrna Hoffman 
Norma Plymell 
Josh Schroeder 
Geri Zerr 
Chase Berg 
Carol Brull 

Tracy Perrett 
Chad Meitner 
Spencer Casey 
Edward Perrett 
Paulla Harris 
Ernie Klaus 
Tom Drees 

Greeters David & Donna Younger 
Francis & Stephanie Jacobs 
Volunteers 

Josh & Megan Schroeder Family 
Richard & Pam Windholz 
Volunteers 

Nathan & Jessa Zimmerman Fam 
Glen & Anita Neuburger 
Jim & Wanda Fouts 

Money Count February 8 / February 15                   Lori Post*, Shirley Scoby, Jeff & Kelly Ackerman 

Rosaries Knights of Columbus Knights of Columbus Knights of Columbus 

@IHM_donations 

For your convenience, 
Venmo is now available for 
those visitors to our parish, 
forgot your envelope or 
check.   

Stewardship of Treasure 

Budgeted Weekly Income Fiscal Year 2025-2026                $   31,673.07 

Adult Envelopes   $   23,080.17 

   Offertory Loose Plate    $    1,132.36 

Total Giving weekend of January 25 $  24,292.53 

For this week the collection is behind  $    -7,380.54 

Unify Beautify Glorify Loan with Diocese $2,025,000.00 

Year End Parish Tithe Reports from IHM— year end giving statements have been mailed out for the 2025     

calendar year. Review the information and let us know if your records do not agree.   

2026 Bishop’s Annual Appeal  (Feb 7/8) 

 

 

 

The Bishop’s Annual Appeal supports the mission of the Church beyond what any single parish can 

do alone. Through the Appeal, ministries that pass on the faith to our youth, support and care for our 

clergy, and strengthen families across the diocese are made possible. Our parish is asked to take part 

in this shared mission.  We invite you to prayerfully consider supporting the Bishop’s Annual Appeal. 

Give online at appeal.givecfds.org.  
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K of C Co. 6984 Corner 

Congratulations!!!! 
 

January Knight of the Month: Calaway Nunnelee 
 

January Family of the Month:  Bob & Tammy Klaus 
 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 

UPCOMING EVENTS: 
 

February 12 - K of C Meeting 7:30pm Knights Room 
 
February 21 - Yard Cross Installation Day 
 
February 21/22 - Church Drive/Stewardship Fair 
 
February 27 - K of C/ CYO Lenten Fish Fry 
                        5:00pm to 7:00pm in the IHM Parish Hall 

Contact Grand Knight, Brad Stramel at 785-625-7339 

Date Mass Intentions & Other Church Events Mass Readings 

Monday 2 

Presentation of the Lord 

6:45 a.m.  L/D Lester & Donetta Robben Family 

 

Mal 3: 1-4           Heb 2: 14-18 
Lk 2: 22-40 

Tuesday 3 

St. Blaise & St. Ansgar 

8:00 a.m.  † Eddie Augustine 2 Sm 18: 9-10, 14, 24-25, 30 
         19: 3 
Mk 5: 21-43 

Wednesday 4 

 

5:30 p.m.  † Jordan Keil 2 Sm 24: 2, 9-17 
Mk 6: 1-6 

Thursday 5 

St. Agatha, Virgin 

8:00 a.m.  † Verland Leiker 

5:00 p.m.  Weekly Reconciliation 

6:30 p.m.   Poor Souls In Purgatory 

1 Kgs 2: 1-4, 10-12 
Mk 6: 7-13 

Friday 6 

St. Paul Miki & Companions 

6:45 a.m.   L/D Paul & Linda Lang Family 

12:00 p.m. Weekly Reconciliation 

Sir 47: 2-11 
Mk 6: 14-29 

Saturday 7 

 

8:00 a.m.   Daily Mass & First Saturday Devotions 

Confirmation Retreat Church/Parish Hall 

3:00 p.m.   Weekly Reconciliation 
4:00 p.m.   † Lenny Dinkel 

1 Kgs 3: 4-13 
Mk 6: 30-34 

Sunday 8 
 

Fifth Sunday in  
Ordinary Time 

8:00 a.m.    L/D Regina Basgall Family 

10:00 a.m.  L/D Allen & Alfrieda Pfeifer Family 
12:00 p.m.  † Emma Velez Adame 

5:00 p.m.   Weekly Reconciliation 
6:00 p.m.    People of the Parish 

Is 58: 7-10 
1 Cor 2: 1-5 
Mt 5: 13-16 

Immaculate Heart of Mary This Week  ( February 2 — 8, 2026 ) 
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Parish & Community Announcements 

The Daughters of Isabella, Circle #254, will meet 
on Tuesday, February 10, 2026 at the IHM Parish 
Hall at 5:30 PM. Members are asked to bring a  
potential member to this membership drive meeting. 
Please note the time change.. There will be a soup 
and sandwich supper for members and anyone who's  
interested in joining. The Daughters of Isabella is open to 
Catholic women over 16 years old. For more information, 
please contact a member or Peggy Feltis, 785-628-1336. 
 
WHAT do members of Daughters of Isabella do and 
what is offered as a member? 
 

*Spiritual Gifts  
   Grow in Faith, Offer Hope, Deepen Love, Serve the Lord.  
 

*Service Gifts  
    Fundraise for Parishes and Community in order to donate   
    for good causes, Volunteer work. 
 

*Social Gifts   
    Make Friends, Care for Others, Fun Activities 
 
The organization was founded in 1898 on the principles of 
Unity, Friendship, and Charity. 

 Perpetual Eucharistic Adoration Chapel 

Open Adorer Hours 

       

 Please contact Brian or Michelle DeWitt at 625-2481 

 or via email at haysadorationchapel@outlook.com. 

Sunday  1:00 AM Friday   5:00PM 

Sunday 10:00PM 
Second Adorer Needed 

 

First Saturdays Devotion—February 7th 
 

Please join us at IHM Parish each First  
Saturday of the month for the following: 
 

• Rosary – 7:30 AM 
• Act of Reparation – 7:55 AM  
• Mass – 8:00 AM 
• Guided 15-minute mediation on the Mysteries of 

the Rosary immediately after Mass. 
• Coffee & donuts following the guided mediation.  

St. Mary’s K of C Council 6984 is  
sponsoring a project called Lift High the 
Cross. For a $20, K of C will put up a 
wooden cross in your front yard.  
Members will be putting them up on  
February 21st. 

 

Sign-Ups have started after Masses in the gathering 
space. You can also sign up in the Parish Office. 

 

Expression of Sympathy 
 

Immaculate Heart of Mary Parish extends our 
sympathies & prayers to the families of: 
 

Henry Stramel - Funeral Service on February 2, 2026 
 

May he and all the souls of the faithfully departed,  
  through the mercy of God rest in peace. Amen. 
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Feb 3rd 
*Mass at 8:00 am at IHM 
*Fr. Andy visits the 5th-grade 
 
Feb 4th 
*5th-grade Dominic Savio Club meeting at 7:20 am 
*Fr. Job visits the 1st-grade 
*Fr. Fred visits the 4th-grade 
 
Feb 5th 
*Mass at 8:00 am at IHM 
*Fr. Damian visits the 2nd-grade 
 
Feb 6th 
*Students participate in First Friday Prayer Circles 
 
Help us raise money by recycling your pop cans! You can find the recycling 
truck in the East parking lot!  
 
At HFE, We are Christ to One Another! We grow in our Catholic faith to 
honor God, respect others, imitate Christ, study, and develop our talents to 
glorify God. 

YOUTH / ADULT INFORMATION Feb. 1 – 7, 2026 

    HOLY FAMILY ELEMENTARY HAYS CYO INFORMATION 

Feb 1st   Pop Singers Dessert Show 1-4pm Dreiling Theater 
 
Feb 2nd  JH Scholars bowl at Smith Center 4-7pm 
 
Feb 3rd   V/JV/C Basketball at Wakeeney 4:30-9:30 
 
Feb 4th   6th Grade Pre-Enrollment for 2026-2027 3:30-6pm 
FFA Speech Contest at Phillipsburg 9am-3pm 
Spring Play Auditions in the Dreiling Theater 3:30-6:30pm 
 
Feb 5th    JH Wrestling at Trego 4-8p 
KSHSAA Varsity Scholars Bowl Regionals 
Spring Play Auditions in the Dreiling Theater 3:30-7:30pm 
 
Feb 6th   All School Mass In Dreiling Theater 9:30-10:15am 
Hearing Screening 8am-11:30am 
8th Grade Service Trip to Denver 6th-8th 
 
Feb 7th   JH/HS Chess Tourn Wichita Concordia Academy 9am-3pm 
FFA - KSU Ag Speech Contest 9am-3pm 
FFA Meats Contest at Quinter 9am-3pm 
Monarch Music (Optional) Music Ministry Mass at St. Nicks 5-6pm 
 
Feb 9th   JH Scholars Bowl at Ellis 4-7pm 
Ellis Co Spelling Bee 7-8:30pm FHSU Beach Schmidt Auditorium 
V/JV/C Basketball vs Colby 4:30-9:30pm 

 
 
 
 

TMP-Marian Employment Opportunities 
 

Maintenance - Kitchen, Some School, and Summer 
 
Flexible, potential part-time or full-time depending on needs of the 
applicant. Contact Tom Kisner at kisnert@tmpmarian.org or  
785-432-3247 to apply or ask for details. 
 
 
The following coaching positions are available. If interested in the 
position, please send a cover letter, Diocese of Salina Application 
(see below), and resume to Athletic Director Drew Labertew at 
labertewd@tmpmarian.org 
 
Assistant Track Coach - Throwing Events 
 
Assistant Track Coach - HS or JH 

TMP-MARIAN JR/SR HIGH 

Feb 4th- 7:30 p.m.   CYO Meeting at CYO Room (IHM) 
 
Feb 11th- 7:30 p.m.   CYO Meeting at CYO Room (IHM) 
 
Feb 14th- TBA   CYO Spaghetti Dinner Setup 
 
Feb 15th-  CYO SPAGHETTI DINNER FUNDRAISER          
                   (IHM Parish Hall) 
 
Feb 18th- NO MEETING   Ash Wednesday- please attend Mass! 
 
Feb 22nd- 2:00- 3:30 p.m.   Jr CYO Bowling Meeting (St. Nick’s) 

        

Youth Faith Formation K — 8 
 
 

Director of Faith Formation (K-8) 
Jaclyn Brown 
785-625-7339 

Email: jbrown@ihm-church.com 
 
 

February 4, 2026 - Faith Formation Classes at 6:30pm 
 
February 11, 2026 - Faith Formation Classes at 6:30pm 
 
February 18, 2026 - No Faith Formation—Attend Ash Wednesday Mass! 
 
February 25, 2026 - Faith Formation Classes at 6:30pm 

 
2026 Sacramental Information 

 
Bread of Life Retreat - Saturday, March 7, 2026 
 
First Holy Communion Mass -  Sunday, May 3, 2026 at 2:30pm 
 
Confirmation Mass - Wednesday, June 17, 2026 at 7:00pm 

Confirmation Retreat - Mandatory 
8th Grade TMP & Faith Formation Students 

 

Date: Saturday, February 7, 2026 
 
Time: 10:00am to 5:00pm, ending the  
retreat with the 4:00pm Mass. Parents are invited to  
attend the Mass. 
 

All IHM 8th grade students from TMP & Faith 
Formation are required. 
 
Retreat information will be sent to parents and 
students via Flock Note. 
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